
Trauma in older adults

GCS < 15 or base deficit ≤ -6 or severe anatomic injuries

Consider CT head

Age ≥ 65 years
Patient with pre-existing conditions or

severe anatomic injuries suspected (any AIS ≥ 3)

-

CLOSE OBSERVATION
Initial evaluation at nearest hospital

TRANSFER TO
TRAUMA CENTER

Assess INR

Low threshold for
trauma activation

Consider FFP/Vit K within
2 hours of injury

if patient is on warfarin

+-

CLOSE OBSERVATION

CONSIDER 
ICU

ADMISSION

+-

High-risk trauma patient

CLOSE OBSERVATION
Routine ICU care

SUPPORTIVE CARE
Consider limiting
aggressive measures

GCS ≤ 8 after 72 hours
with paucity of sedation

+

Calland JF, Ingraham AM, Martin N, Marshall GT, Schulman CI, Stapleton T, et al. Evaluation and management of geriatric trauma. Journal of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery. 2012 Nov;73(5 Suppl 4):S345–50.


